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Corn is the most important crop grown in the United wonder drug penicillin is extracted from mold produced 
States. More land is planted in corn than in any other from corn solubles, which provide its best nutrient. 

crop; almost one-tenth of all farm land, one of every four Dextrin is another derivative which, because of its 


acres in crops, is in corn. The importance of corn as a 
feed for livestock is well known, but in this day of indus- 
trial chemistry the focus is shifting to industrial uses of 
corn. The corn market for feeding purposes has dimin- 
ished considerably in the past few years, but the new uses 
of corn provide the farmer with a cash market for more 
than 100 million bushels, or one-third of the corn which 
passes through the big terminal markets. It is not accurate 
to say now that “corn goes to market on four feet.” 

In the Midwest there are 13 corn-refining plants. Illi- 
nois has four of these plants, including one of the largest 
in the world. Several hundred chemists are employed by 
this industry to discover and apply to industrial and 
human needs new uses for corn products which, in turn, 
increase the market for corn. Thus the volume of corn 
used by the corn-refining industry has. more than tripled 
since 1906, and hundreds of our industries are essentially 
dependent upon products derived from corn. 

In fitting corn to industrial needs two problems arise: 
that of separating the corn into its different substances, 
and that of finding the widest use possible for these sub- 
stances. Corn contains about 80 per cent starch and carbo- 
hydrates, 10 per cent protein, and 4.5 per cent oil, the 
rest being fiber and mineral matter. From these component 
parts are derived the multitude of corn products. 

Fifty years ago the main products of the corn industry 
were hominy, corn meal, corn flour, and corn breakfast 
foods, which used about 8 per cent of the total corn crop. 
Today, such products absorb only about 2 per cent and the 
position of paramount importance is held by the produc- 
tion of starches, sugars, and syrups. 

Refined cornstarch is widely used. Over 30 modern 
industries depend upon this product. The cotton clothing 
industry alone uses more than 250 million pounds a year. 
It is an important element of dry cells and gives a 


smoother surface in sizing paper. Match heads, paper 
boxes and cartons, binders for molds in which bronze and 
steel castings are made, the “carrying agents” for pills 


and metlicines, dynamite, and soap are all products made 
from or employing starch in their construction. The new 
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adhesive qualities, is widely used for wood veneer, stamps, 
coal briquets, fire works, and envelopes. 

Corn furnishes two of the three most important sweet- 
ening agents in daily use, dextrose and corn syrup. Corn 
syrup, which is a combination of a family of sugars, is 
rich in energy value and so easily digestible that it is fed 
to infants and invalids. About 650 million pounds are used 
annually in the confectionery industry alone; it is partic- 
ularly valuable in producing a fine, crystal-free texture 
not obtainable from regular cane sugar. 

Dextrose is the sugar that is found in the blood 
stream—it is the fuel that is burned up to release needed 
energy. This sugar, being in the form that the body uses, 
does not require digestion and in emergency cases can 
be injected directly into the blood stream. In baking bread 
and cakes it gives finer flavor and texture. Less sweet 
than other sugars, it is used to give “body” to carbonated 
drinks; it helps to retain the gas without destroying the 
“dryness” of the beverage. It is used in the emergency 
ration kits of our armed forces and is also givén to the 
employees of heavy industries to keep their blood sugar 
at a proper level. 

The oil from the germ of the kernel is used in making 
table, salad, and cooking oils. These oils are easily di- 
gestible and contain rare elements which are classified 
among the protective foods. 

Corn yields four types of livestock feed of high 
protein content, and probably forms one-third of the 20 
million tons of commercial feeds sold in this country in an 
average year. 

The manufacture of industrial alcohol to be used in 
producing gasoline and rubber may have been overempha- 
sized as a possible large market for corn. A price which 
would yield a profit to the farmer is too high to permit 
corn to compete with cheaper sources of alcohol, such as 
coal. However, in time new processes may be developed 
in the manufacturing of alcohol from grain, and the gréat 
corn fields of Illinois may become competitors with the 
Illinois coal fields as suppliers of both tires and fuel for 
motor vehicles. 
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60,000,000 JOBS 


In the President’s annual message to Congress, as in the 
pre-election speeches, the public was virtually promised 
an era of 60,000,000 jobs. This is one of the employment 
phases of the postwar economic policy of the Administra- 
tion. In order to provide “the right to a decent home, to 
a good education, to good medical care, to social security, 
to reasonable farm income. . . . The Federal government 
must see to it that these rights become realities — with 
the help of the states, municipalities, business, labor and 
agriculture. . . . Our policy is, of course, to rely as much 
as possible on private enterprise to provide jobs.” “Full 
employment means not only jobs —but productive jobs. 
Americans do not regard jobs that pay substandard wages 
as productive jobs.” 

The promise of 60,000,000 productive jobs would in- 
deed place the levels of employment above anything ever 
achieved in war or peace. It would mean that 45 per cent 
of our total population of approximately 138,000,000 would 
be productively employed. The last estimate (December, 
1944) of the Bureau of the Census places the civilian 
labor force at 41,300,000 and a total of 700,000 unem- 
ployed. The same source also estimates nonworkers at 
40,090,000. These figures are less than those for December, 
1942, when the civilian labor force was 53,600,000 and 
3,300,000 were unemployed. In December, 1944, there were 
11,900,000 persons in the armed forces. The total labor 
force is, therefore, roughly 62,200,000, or approximately 
45 per cent of the total population. 

In order for that number to be productively employed, 
the volume of industrial production would have to main- 
tain peacetime levels equal to or greater than -those 
reached at the wartime peak of October-November, 1943. 
The national income would also have to be at levels equal 
to or better than the best of war-induced income, with net 
governmental receipts and expenditures continuing at 
present high levels. 

The President has promised the obvious —that war 
production and war outlay will decrease as the wars end; 
it is estimated that war production will decrease at least 
20 per cent on V-E Day and presumably it will be much 
further reduced when the battles end on the Asiatic front. 


eae 


World peace should see only a token output of war goods, — 


Presumably, therefore, after a temporary lag during the 
reconversion period, private enterprise and governmental 
expenditures will raise employment and production to 
levels even higher than those achieved under war pro- 
duction. 

‘Even if industry and governmental agencies could 
raise the funds for such an undertaking, one should look 


at the end product. In our economy, production is for 


profit. What would this huge labor force produce? We 
maintain and increase employment only because the 
products of industry are in demand. It might be possible 
to put 60,000,000 people at work — but doing what? The 
economy neither lives nor grows simply by having people 
on jobs; they must be producing economically desirable 
producers’ and consumers’ goods and services. Then the 
economy lives and grows and thrives on its own output. 

Statistics show that we have certain pronounced em- 
ployment trends. Likewise, technological developments 
have helped us produce more goods with fewer workers. 
This is a well-known fact throughout all industry. Agri- 
culture for decades has, relatively, been a declining em- 
ployer of labor, employing less than 20 per cent of all 
workers in 1940. In 1929, manufacturing employed fewer 
people than in 1919—yet 23 per cent of the gainfully 
employed were in the manufacturing industries. The so- 
called service industries have expanded greatly in the 
past few years but they will not absorb the millions re- 
leased by basic industries. In the final analysis they de- 
pend in large degree for their employment on the success 
of other industries. Employment in the great mining and 
extractive industries has likewise been declining. The only 
group that shows a marked increase in number of em- 
ployees is that of governmental agencies. 

At the end of the war, many workers, especially those 
now in war work, will withdraw permanently from indus- 
try. This willfully unemployed group, together with the 
persons whose services will no longer be needed in war 
industries and other employment directly or indirectly 
related to the war effort, could reach 12-15 millions, since 
9,100,000 were engaged in munitions industries alone in 
December, 1944. If every returning service man’ and 
woman were gainfully employed at the end of the war, 
the totals could never be made to reach 60,000,000 even 
if we resorted to “leaf raking.” 

We must have a sizable expansion of producers’ goods 
industries, building construction, and income-bearing in- 
vestment even greater than we had in the 20’s to provide 
employment and lasting prosperity. The challenge is far 
deeper than “jobs” per se. If our form of economic life 
is to survive the strain of the postwar pressure, we must 
think in terms of economic goods and services which 
people want and will buy, which items_will in turn create 
more producers’ goods and consumers’ goods. In planning 
for the postwar period, production costs, wage rates, 
selling prices, taxes, monopolies, and tariffs will play the 
most important roles. The 60,000,000 jobs will then be no 
mirage but a natural complement of the product of 
unfettered private enterprise and carefully planned public 
expenditure. 


This Bureau has recently published Special Bulletin No. 4, 
County Incomes and Trade Movement in Illinois. Copies 
may be obtained free on request from the Bureau of Eco- 
nomic and Business Research, 205 Commerce Building, 
Urbana, Illinois. 
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Industrial production has recently declined despite urgent 
pleas for increased output. The decline was caused by the 
most severe and protracted winter weather for ten years, 
which hampered movement of fuel and component parts 
and caused great losses in man production hours from 
absenteeism and immobility of labor. Several of the great 
war industries have been unable to reach pre-holiday 
levels of production. 

The general alarm caused by the reverse of our for- 
tunes of war in December called for a sharp step-up of 
munitions and a tightening of conditions on the home 
front. A reasonably immediate realization of the plans is 
limited by available manpower. It is reported that 900,000 
additional men will be needed in the armed forces by 
July and 700,000 for war industries. The labor draft bill 
is being tossed about by committees and by Congress, and 
the passage of any labor bill is in doubt. However, it is 
expected that war production will go up in 1945. This 
means that civilian production will be squeezed even more 
because of shortages of steel and labor. 

Since Pearl Harbor, the steel industry has turned out 
the staggering total of 264 million tons of steel or about 
50 per cent more than the aggregate output of the three 
best peacetime years. This is even more noteworthy be- 
cause of the fact that the total number of persons em- 
ployed in the industry has declined 15 per cent since the 
wartime peak in 1942. Total war production schedules 
have been increased $1,600,000,000 over those of a month 
ago. This will represent an increase of about 19 per cent 
on an annual basis. 

rhe public has been warned by various governmental 
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agencies to expect less of practically everything. This 
applies to certain foods and many consumers’ items al- 
ready relatively scarce. Many “tight spots” have appeared, 
notably in steel, copper,.aluminum, and lead. Scarcity in 
these basic items, regardless of the cause, materially af- 
fects the over-all production possibilities of many needed 
products for home use as well as for war. Lease-lend re- 
quirements plus a request from France for 350,000 tons 
of steel for her docks, railroads, and industrial plants 
place greater demands on the industry than ever before. 

Reconversion plans after V-E Day are being recast. 
It appears that practically all the original plans are due 
to be overhauled or discarded. Last fall, the war produc- 
tion figure was to be cut back 40 per cent, but now the 
estimate is 12 per cent. Actually no one knows. It all 
depends on the unpredictable fortunes of war. The prob- 
lem, however, is none the less real, for it holds the solu- 
tion of most of the problems caused by loss of employees 
and finally the curtailment of business. It is the pious wish 
of business in general that the war situation, at least in 
Europe, will be sufficiently clear within the next few 
months to permit some future planning by both govern- 
ment and industry. 

Important international questions are being posed at 
present in the fields of economic relations and aid to 
allied and freed nations. At home the problems of wages 
and prices remain somewhat uncertain. Efforts to break 
the Little Steel Formula continue as a threat to stable 
price levels. The problems of labor and management, 
budgets and taxation are also awaiting satisfactory 
solutions. 


HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS—FEBRUARY 


The severe weather of last month, which materially: 
slowed industrial production in the Eastern states and 
especially in New England, caused no noticeable change 
in production in Illinois. The embargo on freight ship- 
ments to the snowbound areas did not affect the main rail- 
roads which serve the Illinois and the Chicago areas, and 
freight car loadings were 3 per cent above the seasonal 
average. The cold, however, did temporarily affect live- 
stock shipments to the. Illinois packing houses and ship- 
ments were off about 2 per cent more than seasonal. 

Slight declines in both employment and pay rolls oc- 
curred in January for all reporting industries, but these 
decreases were less than the average seasonal slump for 
the past 22 years. Factory employment and pay rolls 
showed virtually no change, indicating that the stepping 
up of war production offset much of the expected seasonal 
drop. 

General business activity during January made slight 
gains from the December levels. These gains were due 
in part to sharp increases in the scheduled production of 
munitions, of which Illinois is one of the largest pro- 
ducers. Since 11 of the 68 critical manpower areas are in 
lllinois, it is unlikely that even the pressing war demands 
will materially increase the present output levels. It is 
more probable that levels of January will be stabilized 
and the industrial decline which was in evidence during 
most of last year halted. 

Coal production was well above the output for any 
month in the previous year. Petroleum production re- 
mained practically unchanged in January, although sev- 
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eral new producing wells have recently been brought in. 
Building construction continues to decline. 

At the beginning of the year, one should look at the 
agricultural demands and goals for, the months ahead. 
The national production goals for 1945 call for 300 mil- 
lion acres in crops and 64 million acres in hay. The totals 
for 1944 were 299 million and 61 million respectively. Goals 
for all agricultural products are greater than for 1944. 

In view of labor and machine shortages which have 
been growing worse instead of better, a heavy responsi- 
bility rests on the Illinois farmer in meeting his quotas. 
Whether the quotas will be met depends on many factors 
besides labor. Extremely favorable weather, better farm- 
ing practices, and higher-yielding varieties of grains have 
been important factors in production totals for the past 
three years. In spite of all this, it would not be surprising 
if yields of 1945 fell back to somewhere near the long run 
“normal.” 

In view of cutbacks and the heavy industrial demobi- 
lization which is bound to come as the wars draw nearer 
to the end, the wide diversification of Illinois industry and 
agriculture offers a degree of insurance against down- 
ward business trends second to that of no other state. 
Illinois has the largest. number of manufacturing em- 
ployees of any Midwestern state (1,160,000) but its varied 
industrial output provides a balancing factor. Should war 
production cease abruptly, the economy of the State would 
not suffer as would those of certain other states, for 
Illinois has no predominant war material industry such 
as aircraft or shipbuilding. 
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Comparative Changes in Illinois Business 


Percentage changes between January, 1944, and January, 
1945, in various indicators which measure business activ- 
ity in Illinois are shown in Chart 1 and Table I. Con- 
struction contracts awarded showed an increase of 12.1 
per cent, and building permits a decrease of 10.9 per cent. 

Coal production increased 4.2 per cent and electric 
power consumption 8.8 per cent, whereas petroleum pro- 
duction decreased 6.6 per cent. 

Bank debits increased 6.3 per cent, partly because of 
the payment of income taxes. Life insurance sales in- 
creased 14.0 per cent, farm prices 3.8 per cent, and the 
cost of living in Chicago, 2.6 per cent. 

Department store sales recorded a gain of 12.0 per 
cent. Industrial pay rolls showed no change, whereas 
manufacturing pay rolls decreased 0.9 per cent. Employ- 
ment in total industry declined 5.1 per cent and in manu- 
facturing industry, 6.6 per cent. 

When January, 1945, figures are compared with those 
for December, 1944, as shown in Table I, rather large 
declines occurred in department store sales, 52.0 per 
cent; building permits, 50.2 per cent; construction con- 
tracts awarded, 30.2 per cent; and bank debits, 18.8 per 
cent. Five classifications recorded decreases varying from 
0.1 per cent to 1.6 per cent, whereas the other five 
registered gains of 1.6 per cent to 4.5 per cent. 

Index numbers on the 1935-1939 base are also shown 
in Table I. 

















TABLE I 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 
January, 1945 
Percentage Change| Ind 
. f ndex 
Indicators rom 1935- 
Jan. Dec, | 1939= 
1944 | 1944 | 100 
IE on oS .Ok racine wa nate + 6.3 | —18.8 | 214.7 
Building permits?................. —10.9 | —50.2} 43.0 
Coal Production® . ..0.@. 0 .scesccs + 4.2} 3.6 | 176.7 
Construction contracts awarded‘....| +12.1 | —30.2! 40.7 
Cost of living in Chicago®.......... + 2.6} — 0.3 | 125.9 
Department store sales®........... +12.0 | —52.0} 119.6 
Electric power consumption’. ...... +8.8| + 4.5 | 205.8 
Employment, industry?............ — 5.1 | — 1.6] 137.2 
Employment, manufacturing?......| — 6.6 | — 0.2 | 151.3 
SEO rer + 3.8} + 1.6 173.2 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)*:....} +14.0 | + 2.1 | 117.7 
Py SU, SNE oie c reine 0.0} — 1.2} 252.4 
Pay rolls, manufacturing®.......... — 0.9; — 0.1 | 298.6 
Petroleum production’............ — 6.6) + 1.6 282.9 








*Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; Illinois 
Department of Labor; “Illinois Department of Mines and Min- 
erals; ‘F. W. Dodge Corporation; ‘Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, Chicago Regional Office; “Bureau of the Census; “Illi- 
nois Commerce Commission; “Illinois Cooperative Crop Re- 
porting Service; “Life Insurance Sales Research Bureau, 
Hartford, Connecticut; “State Geological Survey. 


Wholesale Prices 


Wholesale prices for January, 1945, were 1.5 per cent 
higher than in January, 1944. This relatively small gain 
shows the influence of price and rationing controls to- 
gether with the cooperation of business, labor, and con- 
sumers. The price of farm products increased 3.6 per 
cent, of building materials, 2.9 per cent, of textile prod- 
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Chart 1—Percentage Changes in lilinois Business, 
January, 1944, to January, 1945 


ucts, 1.9 per cent, and of fuel and lighting materials, 
1.2 per cent. There was very little change in the other 
classifications. An increase of 0.2 per cent from the 
December figure was reported for all commodities, and 
variations in individual classifications were slight. 


TABLE II 
WHOLESALE PRICES 


January, 1945 





























ae Change | , 
mmodity rom ndex 
Commodity { 1926 = 
Jan. Dec. 100 
1944 1944 

All commodities. ........... +1.5 +0.2 104.9 
Parti MUOGMCES. 2.6 2. 502 ews. +3.6 +0.6 126.2 
We, 1 etek am, Sls ok —0.2 —0.8 104.7 
Hides and leather products....| +0.3 +0.1 117.5 
cre +1.9 +0.1 99.6 
Fuel and lighting materials. . . +1.2 +0.2 83.3 
Metals and metal products..... +0.3 +0.2 104.0 
Building materials............ " +2.9 +0.3 116.8 
Chemicals and allied products..| —0.1 +0.1 94 .9* 
House furnishing goods........ 0.0 +0.1 104.5 
Miscellaneous commodities. ... . +1.1 0.0 94.2 
Raw materials. ... 2. 62 oc0 see +2.6 +0.4 115.1 
Semimanufactured articles... .. +1.8 +0.1 94.9 
Manufactured articles......... +1.1 +0.2 101.3 
All commodities other than 

ae +1.0 +0.1 100.1 
All commodities other than 

farm products and food...... +1.3 +0.2 99.1 

*Revised. 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 
checks drawn upon individual bank accounts. Bank debits 
are regarded as indicators of the general trend of business. 
They are not so indicative when applied solely to New 
York and Chicago, since great transfers of funds take 
place between those cities. When taken as a whole, bank 
debits do indicate the general trend of business; however, 
changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other than Chicago 
are more significant to the businessman. American people, 
more than any other people, pay their bills with checks 
drawn on individual accounts.) 


For January, 1945, bank debits in the fifteen reporting 
Illinois cities were 6.3 per cent higher than those for 


FINANCE 


January, 1944, but 18.8 per cent lower than those for 
December, 1944. The increase over the amount for the 
same month a year ago reflects the influence of the pay- 
ment of the fourth installment of the 1944 income taxes 
before the January 15 deadline. The decline from the 
figure for the previous month was partly due to the very 
high level attained in December. 

Increases from the January, 1944, bank debits 
amounted to 4.6 per cent for the Chicago Federal Reserve 
District, 9.4 per cent for the St. Louis District, and 15.1 
per cent for the United States. The changes from the 
December, 1944, amounts for the same classifications were 
decreases of 15.4 per cent, 4.9 per cent, and 9.3 per cent, 
respectively. 


TABLE III 
BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 





























Percentage Change 
. ‘ January, 1945, from 
Cit January January ecember 

: 1945 1944 1944 January December 
1944 1944 
Totel... ict vita ti ea oie ee hoe $6 ,694 , 264 $6,295 ,842 $8,246,415 + 6.3 —18.8 
Bben . . . suvnckiddbonek ee dasnapedtaeceacr uaa 15,738 14,098 16,409 +11.6 — 4.1 
Rate | 8 in SK 5G. hy cy ee he Oe tae eee 22,226 18,580 22,261 +19.6 — 0.2 
Pinca. 5 sa. 6S ka ae instore eie ee te 25,556 24,679 24,571 + 3.6 + 4.0 
Champeie OOO 6 iiss co REL ACEN AONE e tee eee 20 ,392 17 ,663 19,762 +15.5 + 3.2 
COE ss vied Cae ated toc deinelost Chosen 6,142,857 5,814,400 7,670,726 + 5.6 —19.9 
Denville. «6c ide cth sdhiavevetvabkvsenewe bine 19,133 16,328 19,756 +17.2 — 3.2 
DCRR a. Sct sins ack Sle gitar been anes bates cee 42,012 37,019 44,192 +13.5 — 4.9 
East St. Louis and National Stock Yards.......... 86,739 81,334 83 ,513 + 6.6 + 3.9 
BS. «6g Siekarn st oka w ei ara anes bons oe el ie 12,516 12,073 13 ,602 + 3.7 — 8.0 
DOR, oun ith UCek Sadadee ee teen wveiaca nee 29,780 27,153 32,389 + 9.7 — 8.1 
OE ER PO IE LT oe ENT er DPE Foye EE 15,148 13,883 16,124 + 9.1 — 6.1 
OE EE TL, OE a re. Raye 144,378 100 ,607 149 ,061 +43.5 — 3.1 
on EEE ETO Snr een he es Ry B 16,327 16,757 18,554 — 2.6 —12.0 
NN 4 i cad is kvvtoh beens tential 57,751 59,124 67 ,418 — 2.3 —14.3 
CUMMINS Sk. s.0we die ad he tke ask Bae ee eee eee 43,711 42,144 48 ,077 + 3.7 — 9.1 








Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 


Life Insurance Sales 


(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) 


The $55,135,000 for ordinary life insurance sales in 
Illinois in January, 1945, was an increase of 14.0 per cent 
over the amount for the same month a year ago, and of 
2.1 per cent over that for the preceding month. Sales in 
the United States increased 16.1 per cent and decreased 
0.4 per cent, respectively, in the corresponding periods. 


Cash Farm Income 


Cash farm income in Illinois, as reported by the United 
States Bureau of Agricultural Economics, was $112,892,- 
000 for November, 1944, as compared with $113,146,000 
for the same month a year ago, a decrease of 0.2 per 
cent. The amount was 3.1 per cent less than the October, 
1944, figure. For corresponding periods, cash farm in- 
come in the United States increased 9.1 per cent, and 
decreased 9.9 per cent, respectively. 
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Commercial Failures 


Illinois had 4 commercial failures, with liabilities of $98,- 
000, in December, 1944, as compared with 8 failures, with 
liabilities of $58,000, in December, 1943. For the year 
1944 there were 90 failures, with liabilities of $1,114,000, 
whereas for the same period in 1943 there were 274 
failures, with liabilities of $2,416,000. 


TABLE IV 
COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN ILLINOIS 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 




















December January-December 
Year 
Failures} Liabilities | Failures | Liabilities 
Oe 282 4 $ 98 90 $1,114 
| eee ee ee 8 58 274 2,416 
te eee 38 725 761 7,799 
epee A 63 1,453 820 9,332 
MONS os Sox vas 102 951 1,156 | 10,779 
SOO eis toric 104 949 1,290 | 14,301 











Source: Dun’s Statistical Review. 
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PRODUCTION 
Coal 


Coal production of shipping mines in Illinois for January, 
1945, was 6,425,243 tons, an increase of 4.2 per cent above 
that of January, 1944, and of 3.6 per cent over that of 
December, 1944. This increased output was 76.7 per cent 
above the average for the period 1935-1939. 

Shaft mines reported January production amounting 
to 4,817,067 tons and strip mines accounted for 1,608,186 
tons. The number of shipping mines reporting was 103; 
the number of men who worked was 25,215; and the 
average number of days worked was 24. 


Petroleum 


In January, 1945, petroleum production in Illinois was 
6,338,000 barrels, a decrease of 6.6 per cent from that of 
January, 1944, but an increase of 1.6 per cent over that 
of December, 1944. 

The number of new producing wells completed in 
January, 1945, was 94 as compared with 77 in the same 
month last year and 124 last month. 


Electric Power Production 
(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

Electric power production in Illinois for December, 
1944, as shown by the report of the Federal Power Com- 
mission, was 1,318,027,000 kilowatt hours, an increase of 
3.3 per cent over that for December, 1943, and of 4.3 per 
cent over the amount for November, 1944. Production for 
the year 1944 was 14,272,468,000 kilowatt hours, an in- 
crease of 6.7 per cent over that for the year 1943. 

The amount produced in the United States showed a 
decrease of 2.2 per cent for December from that for the 
same month a year earlier but an increase of 3.5 per cent 
over the preceding month. The total for the year 1944 was 
4.5 per cent more than that for the previous year. 


Electric Power Consumption 
(Electric power consumption is commonly used as a 
measure of industrial activity since practically all indus- 
tries use electrical power to some extent.) 

The eleven largest electric public utility companies in 
Illinois reported that in January, 1945, they sold ultimate 
consumers 1,151,158,065 kilowatt hours of electricity. This 
was‘an increase of 8.8 per cent over sales for January, 
1944, and of 4.5 per cent over those for December, 1944. 





CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 


In January, 1945, building permits valued at $2,481,023 


were issued in the 190 reporting Illinois cities, a decrease 
of 10.9 per cent from those of January, 1944, and of 502 
per cent from those of December, 1944. 

Nonresidential building decreased 39.6 per cent in per- 
mit valuation from January, 1944, whereas residential 
building increased 22.8 per cent and additions, alterations, 
repairs, and installations, 31.6 per cent. Compared with 
December, 1944, declines occurred in these three classifi-. 
cations, 58.3 per cent, 63.6 per cent, and 11.4 per cent, 
respectively. 

The value of building permits for the city of Chicago 
for January, 1945, was $1,403,641, a decrease of 11.8 per 
cent from that for the same month a year ago and of 
43.9 per cent from the preceding month. 

Compared with January, 1944, the only classification to 
show a decrease in permit valuations for the city was new 
residential construction, 55.0 per cent, whereas new non- 
residential building increased 94.1 per cent and additions, 
alterations, repairs, and installations, 58.5 per cent. All 
three classifications showed decreases from the December, 
1944, valuations, 59.6 per cent, 46.6 per cent, and 15.2 
per cent, respectively. 


Construction Contracts Awarded 
(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build- 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

The value of construction contracts awarded in Janu- 
ary, 1945, was $6,768,000, an increase of 12.1 per cent over 
the figure for January, 1944, but a decrease of 30.2 per 
cent from that of December, 1944. 

The increase in the amount awarded in January, 1945, 
compared with January, 1944, was due to increases in non- 
residential building and public works and utilities, whose 
awards more than doubled. However, this was partly 
counterbalanced by a decrease of 60.0 per cent in the 
figure for residential building. When the January, 1945, 
figures are compared with those for December, 1944, an 
increase of 12.3 per cent is shown for nonresidential build- 
ing; however, because of a decrease of 66.6 per cent in 
the residential building, the amount for total building 
declinéd 29.5 per cent. Public works and utilities recorded 
a drop of 34.1 per cent. 

The value of total construction awarded in the 37 
Eastern States during January, 1945, was 11.5 per cent 
less than in the same month a year ago. Residential con- 
struction declined 52.3 per cent, whereas nonresidential 
increased 20.2 per cent. 


Table V 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 
ies omitted from dollar amounts) 





Percentage Change 
Jan., 1945, from 
lle Jan. 

Type of Construction 1945 | 1944 


| 


Jan. Dec. 
1944 1944 





Total Construction. .| $6,768 | $6,036 | $9,691 | + 12.1 | —30.2 
Total Building........ | $,821 5,608 | 8,255 | + 3.8 | 29.5 
Residential......... | 1,461 | 3,654 | 4,371 | — 60.0 | —66.6 

| | 

' 

| 








Nonresidential...... 4° 360 1,954 3,884 +123.1 | +12.3 
Public works and 
1,436 +121.3 | —34.1 








ae 947 428 





Source: F. W. Dodge Ccstietbin, 
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RETAIL TRADE 
Department Stores 


(Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

Reports from 29 independent department stores in 
lllinois indicate that sales were 12 per cent higher in 
January, 1945, than in January, 1944, but 52 per cent 
lower than in December, 1944. The advance in sales over 
those for the previous year was more significant in view 
of several factors which might be expected to retard 
them: unfavorable weather conditions, low stocks of many 
items, large numbers of meg in overseas service, and 
payment of the fourth installment of the 1944 income 
taxes. The decrease in sales from those of the previous 
mouth although very large can be partly accounted for 
by the unusually large sales for December due to the 
influence of Christmas buying. 

Chicago had 9 reporting independent department stores, 
whose sales for January, 1945, were 16 per cent higher 
than for the same month a year ago but 51 per cent less 
than for last month. 


TABLE VI ; 
RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 








| 
Percentage Change 
January, 1945, from 


January December 








| 

| 
| 1944 1944 
TOTAL... Ftsas gee | +9 —37 
DEPARTMENT STORES........... | +12 —52 
OTHER KINDS OF BUSINESS.....; +9 * —29 
F 00d (3000 oo... c. ose ta es ceed - +9 —15 
Grocery stores (without fresh meats) + 9 — 9 
Combination stores (groceries, meats)) + 9 —15 
Meat markets, fish markets........; + 5 —19 
Candy, nut, confectionery stores...| + 9 —17 
Eating and Drinking Places......... + § — 4 
Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms + 5 —2 
Drink GpO0t.:2. 05). Soe tea cs +6 | —12 
General Stores (with foods).......... +9 | —25 
Liquor Stores (packaged goods)..... - +32 | -—38 
Dey: RS FSR ae eS +11 —48 
F ilficne Slee... 0333 Than cy oe oe te ; — 1 —11 
Fuel and Ice Dealers............... +27 +39 
Drug Ss oko intake Geto ores are +4 —25 
Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores. . +12 —53 
Appat@t Rem ibis gangs oe a ens +19 | —45 
Men's clothing and furnishings stores +22 | -—62 
Family clothing stores............ +17 —-51 
Women’s ready-to-wear stores..... +17 —27 
Sip ne ons Fe waa ne cieeae +22 —28 
] ewer et SON. csc 3 2s eat eed cae + 3 —72 
\utomotive Group. .............4.. —15 +15 
_ Motor-vehicle dealers............. —16 +17 
F urniture-Household-Radio Group. . . + § —46 
F uswitee S000... i. awk ces dks ews — 3 —45 
Household appliance dealers. ...... +9 -— 9 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group. . . +7 -— 5 
Hardware stores................. +11 —34 
Lumber-building materials dealers. . +4 | +17 
M isceaGtc 2 sak 6 Ss oe ok ik Bees +9 | —66 








Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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Other Kinds of Business| 


Sales of 1,772 independent retail stores other. than de- 
partment stores in Illinois for January, 1945, were 9 per 
cent higher than in January, 1944, but 29 per cent below 
those of December, 1944. 

Sales increases for January, 1945, compared with those 
for the same month a year ago were reported for liquor 
stores, 32 per cent; fuel and ice dealers, 27 per cent; 
men’s clothing and furnishings stores and shoe stores, 22 
per cent each; the apparel group, 19 per cent; family 
clothing stores.and women’s ready-to-wear, 17 per cent 
each; dry goods and general merchandise stores, 12 per 
cent; and florists and hardware stores, 11 per cent each. 
There were six classifications which showed gains of 9 
per cent, one of 7 per cent, one of 6 per cent, four of 5 
per cent, two of 4 per cent, and one of 3 per cent. De- 
creases were recorded for motor-vehicle dealers, 16 per 
cent; the automotive group, 15 per cent; furniture stores, 
3 per cent; and filling stations, 1 per cent. 

Compared with figures a month ago large decreases 
were recorded for jewelry stores, 72 per cent; men’s 
clothing and furnishings stores, 62 per cent; dry goods 
and general merchandise stores, 53 per cent; family cloth- 
ing stores, 51 per cent; florists, 48 per cent; the furniture- 
household-radio group, 46 per cent; furniture stores and 
the apparel group, 45 per cent each; liquor stores, 38 per 
cent; hardware stores, 34 per cent; shoe stores, 28 per 
cent; women’s ready-to-wear, 27 per cent; and general 
stores and drug stores, 25 per cent each. Six had sales 
decreases varying from 11 per cent to 19 per cent and 
five from 2 per cent to 9 per cent. Increases were reported 
for fuel and ice dealers, 39 per cent; motor-vehicle 
dealers and lumber-building materials dealers, 17 per cent 
each; and the automotive group, 15 per cent. 

Chicago had 580 reporting independent stores other 
than department stores, whose sales for January, 1945, 
were 9 per cent higher than those for January, 1944, but 
were 22 per cent lower than those for December, 1944. 


TABLE VII 


RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 
STORES BY CITY AND POPULATION GROUP 











Percentage Change 
January, 1945, from 
City and Population Group 
January December 
1944 1944 
Cities—100,000 and over.......... +12 —35 
OE SS Peet ay a8 +11 —34 
PM eo te hc. a Se +16 —51 
Cities—50,000 to 99,999...........) . +5 — 38 
to TREE CT OTe — 4 —28 
OGIO cas oo Th teed ios + 7 —41 
at Se OE oes. oo ed +9 —29 
a, iar oe ee ee . —26 
a eee Aire + 2 —47 
Cities—25,000 to 49,999........... + 8 —45 
ESAS ere + 6 —37 
MMII. coo os oct ew deg vee +13 —37 
pS a eee eee ? —57 
Rock Island-Moline............ ss —45 
Cities—10,000 to 24,999...........| + 6 —41 
Cities—5,000 to 9,999.............) + § —31 
Cities—2,500 to 4,999............. +7 —33 
Places of less than 2,500.......... +11 —21 











*Less than 0.5 per cent. Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are recorded 
month by month from data supplied by identical firms; 
thus the change in employment in one month is on a 
comparable basis with the previous month. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay-roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay- 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets.) 

Employment as reported by a sample group of Illinois 
industrial establishments, for January, 1945, was 1.6 per 
cent lower than in December, 1944, and pay rolls for the 
same group decreased 1.2 per cent. Total industrial em- 
ployment decreased 5.1 per cent from that of January, 
1944, whereas pay rolls showed no change. 

Employment in the manufacturing industries for Jan- 
uary, 1945, declined 0.2 per cent from the December, 
1944, .figure, and 6.6 per cent from that for January, 
1944. Compared with December, employment decreased 
in wood and allied products, 2.9 per cent; textiles, and 
clothing and millinery, 2.4 per cent each; food, beverages 
and tobacco, 2.1 per cent; rubber products, and leather 
and allied products, 1.2 per cent each; paper goods, print- 
ing, and publishing, 0.6 per cent; and transportation equip- 
ment, 0.1 per cent. Increases in employment were re- 


corded for chemicals and allied products, 2.6 per cent; and 
stone, clay, and glass industries and the metals and ma- 
chinery group, 0.2 per cent each. Pay rolls in manufactur- 
ing establishments for January, 1945, declined 0.1 per cent 
from the December, 1944, figure and 0.9 per cent from 
that for January, 1944. : 

Nonmanufacturing establishments showed a decrease 
of 6.0 per cent in the January, 1945, employment figure 
from that for December, 1944, and recorded the same 
decline for the pay roll comparison. Employment showed 
decreases in all the classifications, the larger declines 
being in department and variety stores, 18.0 per cent; 
building construction and contracting, 16.7 per cent; mail 
order houses, 13.2 per cent; and wholesale and retail trade 
combined, 11.3 per cent. Pay roll declines also occurred 
in all categories, with substantial decreases in mail order 
houses, 22.9 per cent; building construction and contract- 
ing, 15.5 per cent; department and variety stores, 15.3 
per cent; and wholesale and retail trade combined, 12.4 
per cent. 

Gross weekly earnings in all reporting establishments 
were $47.42. In manufacturing industries they were $56.02 
for men, $34.68 for women, and $50.19 for the two 
combined. 

Table VIII shows the percentage changes in employ- 
ment and pay rolls for cities and industrial areas of the 
state. 


TABLE VIII 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS FOR 


ILLINOIS REPORTING E 


STABLISHMENTS BY CITY 














Percentage Change January, 1945, from December, 1944 















































ice | 
City—Area | All Reporting Manufacturing Nonmanufacturing 
. Establishments Establishments Establishments 
| Employment | Pay Rolls Employment Pay Rolls | Employment Pay Rolls 
TOTAL ALL CITIES................ —1.6 | — 1.2 —0.2 — 0.1 — 6.0 — 6.0 
CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA. || —2.4 — 1.9 —1.0 — 0.7 — 6.4 — 6.3 
SS” Se ea ee —2.7 | —2.4 —1.2 — 1.1 — 6.3 — 6.8 
INE MEI So ooo. ce alncciene wee ets | —0.6 | + 1.0 +0.3 + 1.1 — 7.7 — 0.5 
DOWNSTATE AREA ash +0.2 + 0.4 +1.2 + 1.2 — 4.9 — 4.9 
Alton-Wood River................... +4.3 + 5.6 +4.4 + 5.6 — 1.6 + 6.8 
Aurora nS ee eee ee ee —0.6 | — 0.1 +0.6 + 0.3 —14.9 —11.9 
ee ns coe er eee +0.2 + 2.9 +0.2 + 2.1 ot al 
Bloomington .| —2.0 — 2.2 —1.3 — 2.4 — 6.5 — 0.1 
IIE colon lealans, !o.0a ax 6a® 50% —2.2 — 2.6 —1.1 — 2.4 — 9.9 — 4.9 
| 

Decatur area + de eines & votes +0.2 + 1.0 +1.7 + 1.6 —16.9 —13.0 
See Cae, EN. oo oceans os ols wh a —0.3 | — 1.2 +0.4 — 0.9 — 4.2 — 2.6 
0 REE Ee —2.5 —10.7 —0.7 —10.7 —17.7 —11.4 
Freeport : —1.3 | + 1.1 —1.1 + 1.0 os as 
Granite City area..... +0.2 } «2.7 +0.6 + 2.5 — 3.8 + 5.7 
oA SS ie Sees OD | 410 | +8. 42.3 + 9.8 —13.1 —18.0 
Kankakee-Bradley area.......... ~ +0.6 — 4.5 —1.3 — 4.7 ame das 
La Salle-Peru-Oglesby............ —1.6 — 1.3 —1.4 — 0.8 i a ate 
Moline... . aS Cae ae ete Nite —0.3 + 1.1 +0.4 + 1.3 — 8.3 — 2.4 
Peoria area +2.2 + 0.1 +2.9 + 0.4 — 2.7 — 2.9 
a Par Do pnt ae eee toe eer a +0.8 + 2.8 +1.8 + 3.4 — 9.7 — 9.4 
RE sano ee ae Saat a4 +0.4 — 1.4 +0.7 - 1.1 —12.6 —22.5 
eg OS a ee eae +3.5 + 5.0 +3.6 + 5.0 wha ee 
ee —2.6 — 1.4 —2.2 — 1.1 — 3.9 — 2.6 
Sterling-Rock Falls —0.7 | + 2.1 —0.6 + 2.1 pein ata 
Pl Otied Citas. ki 6. sve vicecs | —0.6 =. 0.4 +0.8 + 1.4 —- 3.9 5.0 





Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 
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(The cost of living is a price barometer, not a measure of 
the total amount spent for family living. The cost of living 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fuel, house furnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 
ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 

The index of the cost of living in Chicago on the 1935- 
1939 base was 125.9 for January, 1945, an increase of 2.6 
per cent over that for January, 1944, but a decrease of 0.3 
per cent from that for December, 1944. This rise in the 
cost of living over the figure for the same month a year 
ago was the result of increases in the price of food, 2.1 
clothing, 6.2 per cent; house furnishings, 14.4 
fuel, electricity, and ice, 0.2 per cent; and mis- 
Rents were surveyed in 


per cent; 
per cent; 
cellaneous items, 3.8 per cent. 
December. 

The decrease of 0.3 per cent in the index of the cost 
of living from that of the previous month was due to a 
decrease of 0.9 per cent in the cost of food. However, this 
was partly counterbalanced by fractional rises in other 


TABLE IX 
COST OF LIVING IN CHICAGO 


ewe Changs tj 














| January, 1945, from | Index 
Commodity 1935-1939 = 
ef January | December 100 
| 1944 | 1944 
AB Regt: «oats es 3 | + 2.6 —0.3 125.9 
Le I Re ig + 2.1 —0.9 135.3 
COCO i a wha ole | + 6.2 +0.3 137.6 
Se a ye . 7. 
Fuel, electricity, andice} + 0.2 0.0 105.2 
House furnishings..... . +14.4 +0.9 141.8 
Miscellaneous ......... | +3.8 +0.4 121.6 





*December survey. 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 


COST OF LIVING 


portions of the cost of living index. Slightly higher prices 
for men’s overcoats, work shirts, sweaters, women’s house- 
dresses, and gloves accounted for the 0.3 per cent rise in 
the cost of clothing. The price of house furnishings in- 
creased 0.9 per cent, chiefly because of advances in the 
cost of bedroom sets and cook stoves due to the disappear- 
ance from the market of lower-priced merchandise. There 
was no change in the price of fuel, electricity, and ice; 
however, the price of miscellaneous items advanced 0.4 
per cent. 


Retail Food Prices 


The cost of food in Chicago for January, 1945, was 2.1 
per cent higher than in January, 1944. This is a rise of 
46.6 per cent since the beginning of World War II. The 
increases in food prices were led by a gain of 8.4 per cent 
in the price of eggs. Fats and oils, with a decline of 0.2 
per cent, was the only food group to show a decline. The 
decrease of 0.9 per cent in the cost of all foods from that 
of last month was chiefly due to declines of 8.2 per cent 
in the price of eggs and 2.0 per cent in that of fresh 
fruits and vegetables. 

In January, 1945, the cost of food in Peoria was’ 1.2 
per cent above that for January a year ago. Increases oc- 
curred in the price of eggs, 15.0 per cent; fresh fruits and 
vegetables, 6.3 per cent; the fruit and vegetable group, 
4.1 per cent; dried fruits and vegetables, 2.3 per cent; 
cereals and bakery goods, 1.6 per cent; and dairy products, 
0.1 per cent. However, five items showed slight declines. 
The cost of food for January was 0.4 per cent lower than 
for the previous month, chiefly because of declines of 9.2 
per cent in the price of eggs and of 2.1 per cent in that 
of sugar and sweets. 

There was an increase of 2.9 per cent in the price of 
food in Springfield in January, 1945, over that for the 
same month a year ago. Items showing price increases 
were eggs, 27.3 per cent; fresh fruits and vegetables, 11.0 
per cent; the fruit and vegetable group, 7.1 per cent; 
sugar and sweets, 2.1 per cent; and cereals and bakery 
goods, 1.7 per cent. Declines occurred in all the other 
classifications. Comparison with the price of foods for 
December, 1944, showed an increase of 0.5 per cent. Fruits 
and vegetables and sugar and sweets increased in price, 
whereas eggs declined. 














TABLE X 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN R= TAIL FOOD COSTS 
Percentage Change January, 1945, from 
Commodity Group January, 1944 | December, 1944 
Chicago Peoria Springfield Chicago Peoria Springfield 
AR Gee Sad dain bie actrees keen +2.1 +1.2 +2.9 —0.9 —0.4 +0.5 
Cereals and bakery goods.............. +2.4 +1.6 +1.7 0.0 0.0 —0.2 
ac: Ee Pe a er On er Fe +1.4 —2.7 —0.8 +0.2 —0.2 +0.9 
Sd |. See eee pees eee +0.1 +0.1 —0.1 —0.1 0.0 0.0 
SP TOE NE ee RE +8.4 +15.0 +27.3 —8.2 —9.2 —6.5 
Fruits and vegetables.................. +3.0 +4.1 +7.1 —1.5 +0.9 +1.8 
Predibi, Actas knee an oes ee ed +3.6 +6.3 +11.0 —2.0 +1.2 +2.4 
Camm. 5k Dock ne Can oe Poe eeae +1.3 —1.6 —0.5 —0.1 +0.4 +0.6 
tO a er en Ce re rere +1.8 +2.3 —2.6 +0.3 —0.7 —0.5 
OWI a. ics asap: Find Gnade Re Re +0.7 —0.6 —0.8 —0.2 +0.3 0.0 
Le ee er ee ee —0.2 —0.1 —0.5 —0.1 0.0 +0.1 
SIGAY Me MEE S oe Hin cc Ses vee he +1.5 —1.2 +2.1 +0.2 —2.1 +2.0 























Seeitin Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 


[9 ] 












Ce reer ers cag 


ter 


EE nea 


eee Ns eR eee oe ae ee 


ee 


, 


ca 


% 
& 
A 
4 
Fi: 
a 


BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES * 


ALTON (Pop. 31,255) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, manufactures ammunition, brass, 
bricks, glass, flour, leather, paper, steel, boats, tents, awnings, liquid 
bluing, beer, vinegar, whiting, and men’s clothing. Lime and buildin 
stone quarries, foundries, and an oil refinery are other industries. 

Gains of 4.3 per cent in employment and 5.6 per cent in 
pay rolls. were due mainly to expanded operations in the 
chemical industries, in which ammunition manufacture and 
shell loading are classified, and in metals and machinery con- 
cerns. However, in spite of the substantial gains for the 
month, factory employment is 12 per cent below a year ago. 
Nonmanufacturing employment decreased shghtly, but pay 
rolls recorded a rise of 6.8 per cent. Bank debits were 4.1 
per cent less than in December, but 11.6 per cent higher than 
a year ago. The valuation of building permits showed a sharp 
decline for the month. 


AURORA (Pop. 47,170) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

Sharp declines were reported for nonmanufacturing estab- 
lishments in employment and pay rolls, whereas slight gains 
occurred in the manufacturing group. Metals and machinery 
and transportation equipment firms had more workers but 
smaller wage payments. Paper goods, printing and publishing 
industries had larger pay rolls which tended to offset, to a 
considerable degree, declines in other industries. Bank debits 
were practically unchanged for the month, and were 19.6 
per cent higher than in January, 1944. Expansion in build- 
ing activity is indicated by the fact that the valuation of 
building permits showed a gain of 571.0 per cent. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop. 28,405) 


(Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
fountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines, and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

The gains of 0.2 per cent in employment and 2.9 per cent 
in pay rolls for January resulted from similar trends in the 
important metals and machinery, leather products, and build- 
ing construction industries. For the manufacturing group, 
there were increases of 0.2 per cent in employment and 2.1 
per cent in pay rolls. Retail sales, although their volume de- 
creased 37 per cent below the December figure, were 6 per 
cent higher than those for January, 1944. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. 32,868) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and 
ventilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines 
and ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, 
and candy. Railroad shops.) 

Declines in metals and machinery, clothing, and whole- 
sale and retail trade establishthents were largely responsible 
for the decreases of 2.0 per cent in employment and 2.2 per 
cent in pay rolls for all reporting industries. Increases which 
occurred for food manufacturing and building construction 
firms were not large enough to counteract the declines in 
other groups. Bank debits were 4.0 per cent higher than in 
December, and 3.6 per cent above the figure for January, 1944. 
Building activity, as reflected in valuation of permits issued, 
was negligible. Retail sales declined 37 per cent from the 
December amount, but were 13 per cent higher than a year ago. 


CHICAGO (Pop. 3,396,808) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 
the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 
the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agri- 
cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad supplies, gas 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radio and 
auto accessories.) 


_For all reporting industries, employment and pay rolls 
registered declines of 2.7 per cent and 2.4 per cent, respec- 
*The reports are written from materials supplied by the Chambers of 


Commerce, Illinois Department of Labor, Federal Reserve Banks, United 
States Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 


tively. The only groups to report employment gains were 
chemical products, stone, clay and glass products, and trans- 


portation equipment. Chemicals and rubber products were the - 


only exceptions to the general decline in pay rolls. Sharp 
declines in wholesale and retail trade were seasonal in nature 
and unfavorable weather hampered the construction industry. 
Building permits issued fell off 43.9 per cent. Bank debits 
were 5.6 per cent higher than a year ago, but 19.9 per cent less 
than the December amount. Retail sales declined 34 per cent 
for the month but were 11 per cent above those for January, 
1944. The cost of living showed a slight decline of 0.3 per cent 
for the month, but was 2.6 per cent higher than a year ago, 


DANVILLE (Pop. 36,919) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mining, 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, og | and machine 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, hemp products, 
and food processing.) 

Declines in transportation equipment, food manufacturing, 
and wholesale and retail trade concerns more than offset 
gains in employment and pay rolls by the metals and ma- 
chinery group, resulting in decreases of 2.2 per cent in 
number of workers and 2.6 per cent in wage payments for all 
reporting industries. Bank debits showed a substantial gain of 
17.2 per cent over the figure for January, 1944, but were 
3.2 per cent less than the amount for the preceding month. 
No building activity was reported for the month. 


DECATUR (Pop. 62,976) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the 
soybean capital of America. The city has important concerns manu- 
facturing metals and textiles as well as corn, soybean and grain 
processing, agricultural food manufacturing, dairies and creameries, 
and printing and publishing industries.) 

The slight gains of 0.2 per cent in employment and 1.0 
per cent in pay rolls resulted mainly from increased activity 
in the group of chemical product establishments, which in- 
cludes several large ordnance plants. Metals and machinery, 
food manufacturing, and wholesale and retail trade groups 
reported declines in both items. Bank debits were 4.9 per cent 
less than in December but 13.5 per cent above those for a 
year ago. Building permits valued at $112,200 were issued in 
January, indicating notable expansion in construction activity. 
The volume of retail sales showed a decline of 41 per cent 
from the December figure, but was 7 per cent higher than 
a year ago. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. 75,609) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. The 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 


There was a slight decline of 0.3 per cent in employment 
in the month, and pay rolls decreased 1.2 per cent. Decreased 
activity in metals and machinery and the food group was the 
main reason for these declines. Firms which make chemical 
products employed a few more workers but made smaller 
wage payments. Building permits registered a rise of 64.7 
per cent for the month. Bank debits showed gains over the 
amounts for a month ago and a year ago of 3.9 per cent and 
6.6 per cent, respectively. Retail sales declined 29 per cent for 
the month, but were 9 per cent above those for January, 1944. 


ELGIN (Pop. 38,333) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, dairy products, 
thread and yarn, automobile accessories, water softeners, street sweep- 
ers, woodwork, store equipment, ovens, cylinders, shoes, clothing, 
steel cabinets, and tools. Publishing is another important industry.) 


The decline of 2.5 per cent in employment and the sharp 
drop of 10.7 per cent in pay rolls were caused by decreased 
activity in building construction, wholesale and retail trade, 
wood products, paper goods, printing and publishing, and 
metals and machinery establishments. Bank debits were 8.0 per 
cent below the December figure, but 3.7 per cent higher than 
in January, 1944. An increase of 43.2 per cent occurred in the 
valuation of building permits issued, the total for the month 
amounting to $16,947. 
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FREEPORT (Pop. 25,065) 


(Freeport is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 
grain and dairy farm region. Some important industries are insurance 
and the manufacture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil 
burners, windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical 
equipment.) 

General declines in employment were recorded for all re- 
porting industries. Larger wage disbursements in the metals 
and machinery establishments resulted in pay roll increases 
of 1.0 per cent and 1.1 per cent, respectively, for the manu- 
facturing group and the entire group surveyed. No building 
permits were issued in the month. 


JOLIET (Pop. 42,365) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, fire brick, horse shoes, packaging machines, 
bakery machinery, chemicals, calendars, cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, 
dairy products, and work clothing. Railroad shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, limestone quarries.) 

The increase of 1.0 per cent in employment and the sub- 
stantial rise of 8.2 per cent in pay rolls were chiefly due to 
increased activity in the chemical manufacturing group, in 
which shell loading plants are classified. Other groups which 
reported gains for both items were metals and machinery, 
and paper goods, printing and publishing. For building con- 
struction, service, and trade concerns, both employment and 
pay rolls declined. Bank debits were 9.7 per cent higher than 
a year ago, but 8.1 per cent below the December figure. Retail 
sales dropped sharply for the month but were practically the 
same as a year ago. 


KANKAKEE (Pop. 22,241) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

Employment increased 0.6 per cent in January whereas 
pay rolls recorded a decline of 4.5 per cent. In the manufac- 
turing group, 1.3 per cent fewer workers were employed and 
there was a decrease of 4.7 per cent in wages paid out. Metals 
and machinery concerns employed more workers; all groups 
except clothing manufacturers and building construction and 
contracting reported reductions in wage disbursements. The 
valuation of building permits issued was almost four times as 
large as for the preceding month. 


MATTOON (Pop. 17,532) 


(Mattoon is a strategically located city producing kitchen furniture, 
shoes, roofing, Diesel engines, foundry products, broomcorn, and 
brooms. The shops of two large railroads and two truck terminals are 
located in the city and it is surrounded by a rich grain, livestock, 
poultry, and fruit farming region.) 

\ decline of 0.7 per cent occurred in number of workers, 
whereas pay rolls showed a negligible decline. As compared 
with January, 1944, both employment and wage payments de- 
creased 3.4 per cent. Bank debffs were 11.1 per cent higher 
than a year ago, but 10.4 per cent below the December figure. 
Sales tax collections indicated a gain of 4.5 per cent in retail 
sales since the previous report. It is believed that the advent 
of three prospective new plants will add approximately 2,000 
workers to the local labor force. 


PEORIA (Pop. 105,087) 


(Peoria is the largest producer of earth-moving equipment in the 
world. It has large distilleries, chemical plants, agricultural implement 
plants, and stockyards. It also manufactutes cotton goods, pharma- 
ceuticals, malleable iron, and steel products such as wire, rods, fencing, 
stoves and furnaces. Agricultural foods and soybeans are processed. 
Peoria is one of the highly diversified industrial cities of the State.) 

Gains of 2.2 per cent in employment and 0.1 per cent in 
pay rolls were reported for this area, with similar trends for 
the manufacturing group. The most important advances were 
reported for food manufacturing and metals and machinery 
hrms, but the upward trend was fairly general. A substantial 
increase of 64.3 per cent occurred in valuation of building 
permits issued. Bank debits were only slightly below the De- 
cember figure and registered a notable gain of 43.5 per cent 
over a year ago. Retail sales reflected the seasonal decline but 
were 16 per cent greater than in January, 1944. The retail cost 
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of food declined 0.4 per cent for the month and was only 1.2 
per cent more than a year ago. 


QUINCY (Pop. 40,469) 


(Quincy has important industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 
pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases and store 
fixtures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, and machine tools. 
Agricultural products are stored and processed.) 

Both employment and pay rolls registered gains for the 
month, amounting to 0.8 per cent and 2.8 per cent, respectively. 
The only groups to report fewer workers were clothing manu- 
facturers and wholesale and retail concerns; these groups 
made smaller wage payments, as did also chemical manu- 
facturing and transportation equipment firms. Bank debits 
declined from the amounts for a month ago and a year ago by 
12.0 per cent and 2.6 per cent, respectively. Continued inac- 
tivity in the construction industry was indicated by the fact 
that no building permits were issued in the month. 


ROCKFORD (Pop. est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area est. 110,000) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 


manufacturing center for machine tools, piston rings, gears, and auto-’ 


mobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, textiles, hardware, wood 
and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, leather goods, air con- 
ditioning and heating equipment.) 

A diverse trend of increased employment and decreased 
wage payments in the metals and machinery establishments 
was chiefly responsible for a rise of 0.4 per cent in number of 
workers accompanied by a 1.4 per cent decline in pay rolls. 
Except for the leather, chemical, and food manufacturing 
groups, the general trend was downward. Bank debits were 
14.3 per cent below the December figure and slightly less than 
a year ago. Building permits decreased 66.4 per cent for the 
month. Retail sales were virtually the same as a year ago and 
showed a smaller seasonal decline than in any other reporting 
city. A slight decline occurred in electric sales to ultimate 
consumers. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. 87,500) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lighting plants, rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 

Rock Island reported substantial gains in both employ- 
ment and pay rolls, caused chiefly by increased activity in the 
metals. and machinery group, which includes manufacturers 
of agricultural implements. Bank debits declined 3.3 per cent 
from December, but were 17.1 per cent higher than a year ago. 
Building permits fell off 38.1 per cent. For Moline, employ- 
ment declined, principally because of decreased activity in 
wholesale and retail trade, but pay rolls made a slight gain. 
Bank debits were 6.1 per cent less than in December, and 9.1 
per cent higher than a year ago. Retail sales in the area de- 
clined seasonally but were practically the same as in Janu- 
ary, 1944. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. 75,503) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

For all reporting establishments, declines of 2.6 per cent 
in employment and 1.4 per cent in pay rolls occurred. Metals 
and machinery and wholesale and retail trade concerns 
showed decreases in both items, whereas food and leather 
manufacturers and coal mines had fewer workers but larger 
wage payments. Bank debits declined 9.1 per cent from the 
December figure, but were 3.7 per cent above those for Janu- 
ary, 1944. The valuation of building permits for the month 
was $28,446. Retail sales were 47 per cent less than in De- 
cember but 2 per cent higher than a year ago. The retail price 
of food rose 0.5 per cent in the month and was 2.9 per cent 
more than in January, 1944. 
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